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Stark County Court Denies Insurance Company’s Attempt to Throw Out  
Sylvester’s Italian Grille  

Business Interruption Insurance Claim  
 
CANTON, OHIO: In Stark County’s first substantive ruling in a COVID-19 business-interruption 
insurance lawsuit, Common Pleas Judge Taryn L. Heath rejected a request to dismiss a case filed 
by North Canton restaurant Sylvester’s Italian Grille against State Automobile Insurance Company.  

The case alleges that State Auto wrongfully denied Sylvester’s insurance claims brought due to the 
impact the COVID-19 Pandemic and the ensuing Stay-at-Home and civil authority orders have had 
on the local family owned and operated eatery. 
The case was brought on behalf of Sylvester’s 
by the law firm Tzangas Plakas Mannos, Ltd., 
which has also filed seven other cases in Stark 
and Summit counties on behalf of other area 
restaurants.  

In her nine-page opinion, Judge Heath went 
through a detailed and thorough analysis of the 
claims, the insurance policy at issue and Ohio 
law in reaching her conclusion that State Auto’s 
Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings should be 
denied. 

Attorney Gary A. Corroto, one of the attorneys from Tzangas Plakas Mannos, Ltd. representing 
Sylvester stated, “Situations like this are exactly why Sylvester’s and other local businesses and 
their hard-working business owners made the significant financial investment in business 
interruption coverage.” He added, “we are committed to doing everything we can to get financial 
justice for Sylvester’s, and our numerous other clients who we are fighting for and whose business 
interruption claims were wrongfully denied.” 

Attorney Lee E. Plakas added, “Insurance companies across the state are relying on a dated and 
inapplicable homeowners insurance case involving mold in an attempt to avoid paying business 
interruption claims arising out of the Pandemic. The Court’s thorough analysis of this case for what 
it is – an inapplicable mold case involving entirely different policy language – is a breath of fresh 
air.” 

Tzangas Plakas Mannos Ltd. is a full-service law firm with offices in both Akron and Canton, and 
litigates complex business, insurance, and other cases throughout Ohio.  

A copy of the Judgment Entry follows. For further information, contact attorneys Gary A. Corroto or 
Lee Plakas at (330) 455-6112.  
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